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WORK PROGRAMME (MAY 2015) 
 
Overview 
 
The Scottish Parliament’s Devolution (Further Powers) Committee was established 
in late October 2014 to carry out the following tasks: 
 
 to follow up the work of its predecessor – the Referendum (Scotland) Bill 

Committee - by looking into the management of the Scottish Independence 
Referendum and the opportunity afforded for eligible 16 and 17 year olds in 
Scotland to vote in the Referendum; 
 

 to consider the work of the Smith Commission, which was tasked with delivering 
cross-party agreement to the devolution of further powers to the Scottish 
Parliament; and 

 
 to scrutinise any subsequent legislation that may be introduced in the UK 

Parliament or Scottish Parliament after the Smith Commission had published its 
final report 

 
Our work programme 
 
At its meeting of 21 May 2015, the Committee updated its work programme for the 
coming months, a summary of which is provided below. Please note that any dates 
are indicative and the Committee may agree revisions to its work programme at 
subsequent meetings. 
 

1. Consideration of any new ‘Scotland Bill’ published by the UK 
Government 
 
The Committee expects to consider the detail of any new Scotland Bill 
introduced by the UK Government in its Queen’s Speech in May 2015. As part 
of this process, the Committee expects to issue an open call for written 
evidence and then take oral evidence too from selected witnesses over the 
remainder of the calendar year. 
 
The Committee will complete its evidence taking on this matter and is set to 
publish a report in January or February 2016. The Committee’s Interim Report 
on this matter has now been published. 
 



 
 
2. Wider provisions in the Smith Commission’s report 
 
Following the publication of the Committee’s Interim Report and in parallel with 
is consideration of any new ‘Scotland Bill’, the Committee will look to take some 
views in a more informal way on a number of provisions that are set to be, or 
may be, devolved and on which the Committee has not yet looked at in any 
depth. These include Fixed-Odds Betting Terminals; PayDay Loan Shops; 
formal schemes to allow international HE students to remain in Scotland; and, 
the functions and operations of the Health and Safety Executive in Scotland.  
 
3. Votes for 16-17 year olds in future elections to the Scottish Parliament 
 
The Committee is continuing with its scrutiny of the Scottish Elections 
(Reduction of Voting Age) Bill, having published its Stage 1 Report. Stage 2 of 
the Bill is expected in mid-June 2015, with the Bill completing its passage, if the 
Parliament agrees, by the summer recess. 
 
4. Intergovernmental Relations and Parliamentary Oversight 
 
The Committee has agreed to look at this issue in the short-term with a view to 
taking evidence and producing a report in summer/autumn of 2015. This will 
look at the current arrangements and how they are evolving in light of the report 
of the Smith Commission, as well as examples of how this works in 
international jurisdictions. 
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